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Demand: 
Since the Cold War’s end, the United States has maintained a conventional 
force far superior to any potential enemy. This fact has driven adversaries to 
unconventional tactics, but what happens if a weaker adversary has nuclear 
capabilities? Coercive escalatory incentives for nuclear weapon use do exist 
for weaker adversaries in conflict with America. There is a need for a 
comprehensive understanding of the strategic alternatives of weak nuclear 
weapon states. In East Asia and the Middle East the United States faces 




The project leads will examine why and how regional powers armed with 
nuclear weapons may employ them coercively during a conventional war. 
More specifically, a set of research questions will provide insight on the 
paths of nuclear escalation, weak state strategies of coercive escalation, and 
the type of targets regional powers may strike to pursue escalatory strategies.  
 
Approach: 
The central deliverable will be a final written report and a set of briefing 
slides. The monograph will rely on a mining of literature on escalation 
during crises and wars, and analyze a set of research questions through two 
plausible conflict scenarios regarding American conflict with North Korea 
and an Indo-Pakistani war. 
